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But the bitterest humiliation was still to come. Madras did
give the warning, but I heeded it not. But God spoke clearly
through Ghauri Chaura. I understand that the constables who
were so brutally hacked to death had given much provocation.
They had even gone back upon the word just given by the Ins-
pector that they would not be molested, but when the procession
had passed the stragglers were interfered with and abused by the
constables. The former cried out for help. The mob returned.
The constables opened fire. The little ammunition they had was
exhausted and they retired to the Thana for safety. The mob, my
informant tells me, therefore set fire to the Thana. The self-im-
prisoned constables had to come out for dear life and as they did
so, they were hacked to pieces and the mangled remains were
thrown into the raging flames.
It is claimed that no non-co-operation volunteer had a hand
in the brutality and that the mob had not only the immediate
provocation but they had also general knowledge of the high-
handed tyranny of the police in that district. No provocation can
possibly justify the brutal murder of men who had been rendered
defenceless and who had virtually thrown themselves on the mercy
of the mob. And when India claims to be non-violent and hopes
to mount the throne of Liberty through non-violent means, mob-
violence even in answer to grave provocation is a bad augury.
Suppose the c "non-violent" disobedience of Bardoli was permitted
by God to succeed, the Government had abdicated in favour of the
victors of Bardoli, who would control the unruly element that must
be expected to perpetrate inhumanity upon due provocation?
Non-violent attainment of self-government presupposes a non-violent
control over the violent elements in the country. Non-violent
non-co-operators can only succeed when they have succeeded in
attaining control over the hooligans of India, in other words, when
the latter also have learnt patriotically or religiously to refrain
from their violent activities at least whilst the campaign of
non-co-operation is going on. The tragedy at Ghauri Ghaura,
therefore, roused me thoroughly.
"But what about your manifesto to the Viceroy and your re-
joinder to his reply?" spoke the voice of Satan. It was the bitterest
cup of humiliation to drink. ' 'Surely it is cowardly to withdraw the
next day after pompous threats to the Government and promises
to the people of Bardoli." Thus Satan's invitation was to deny
Truth and therefore Religion, to deny God Himself. I put my
doubts and troubles before the Working Committee and other
associates whom I found near me. They did not all agree with me